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Differentiation and external dominance 
 

The European Union is a distinctly differentiated political system. While analyses of the forms and 

reasons for this phenomenon have developed and sharpened over the last years, EU3D research takes a 

further step by systematically examining the relations between differentiation, dominance and 

democracy and to inform on the democratic potentials and the dominance pitfalls of differentiation in 

today’s EU.  

As part of the overall research theme of WP3, this workshop aims to specifically address the external 

dimension of this process. What is the relation between internal and external differentiation? What 

influence do third countries, and more specifically external hegemons have on the process of 

differentiation? And, finally, how do external dominance, differentiation and democracy relate? To 

answer these questions, this workshop engages in a comparative approach from two angles. From the 

first angle, the papers will analyse the relationship between the EU and associated countries such as the 

UK and compare these relations with those the EU entertains with other regional organisations such as 

EFTA. A second series of papers will analyse differentiation and dominance with regard to the external 

relations of three regional organisations: EU, Mercosur and ASEAN. More specifically, the papers 

address the question pertaining to clarify the conditions under which differentiation (internal and 

external) eases or prevents dominance.  

The workshop will first focus on Brexit and EFTA. How to understand the post-Brexit agreement 

between the EU and the UK in relation to the EU’s other arrangements with affiliated non-members? 

Can the UK’s status in relation to the EU be seen as some form of differentiated status rather than an 

outright separation from the EU? To what extent do Scotland and Northern Ireland seek an EU 

affiliation based on internal UK differentiation? What lessons can we discern from Canada, Switzerland 

and Norway for the future relations between the UK and the EU? The Norway model has been presented 

as a case of voluntary submission to EU hegemony. Does hegemony also figure in EU – UK relations? 

How could the dimension of dominance play out in the future relations between the UK and the EU? 

 

The second part of the workshop is dedicated to differentiation in comparative regional integration. 

Discussions will be engaged with experts to clarify the relation between differentiation and external 

dominance especially in non-EU contexts. The workshop will offer systematic comparisons between 

external hegemonic influence on the three regional organisations under scrutiny: EU, ASEAN and 

Mercosur.  

 

 

Publications 
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Participants to the workshop are invited to submit their papers as EU3D working papers, alternatively 

as blog entries.  

 

Programme (Presentations max 30 minutes) 
 

9.00 - 9.15  Opening statement  
Sabine Saurugger, Professor of Political Science, Director of Sciences Po 

Grenoble  

 

 

9.15 -12.00  Session 1 – The EU and the future relations with the UK  
 

Federico Fabbrini, European Law at the School of Law & Government of Dublin 

City University. Brexit Institute, Dublin City University  

 

Christopher Lord, ARENA Centre for European Studies, University of Oslo  

Hard Brexit. A new internal and external equilibrium or just a really bad divorce? 

 

John Erik Fossum, ARENA Centre for European Studies, University of Oslo  

What lessons can we discern for post-Brexit UK from Norway’s EU relationship? 

 

Discussant  

Timon Salomonson, Head of UK Division, EEAS  

 

 

12.00-13.00    Lunch break 

 

13.00 -17.00  Session 2 – Differentiation and external dominance in the EU, 

 ASEAN and Mercosur  
 

Chair Fabien Terpan, Sciences Po Grenoble  

 

Sabine Saurugger, Sciences Po Grenoble  

Cécile Pelaudeix, PACTE Sciences Po Grenoble  

Differentiation and external dominance: the EU case with comparative insights from 

ASEAN and Mercosur 

 

Mark Beeson, University of Western Australia  

 

 

Marcelo de Almeida Medeiros, Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, UFPE 

(Recife – Brasil)  

Differentiation and External Dominance:The Case of Mercosur 

 

Discussant  

John Erik Fossum, ARENA Centre for European Studies, University of Oslo 

 

 

17.00 Concluding remarks 
 

Sabine Saurugger, Professor of Political Science, Director of Sciences Po 

Grenoble & John Erik Fossum, ARENA Centre for European Studies, University 

of Oslo 
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Information on participants 
 
Almeida Medeiros, Marcelo de Professor Titular de Política Internacional Comparada, Universidade Federal de 

Pernambuco - UFPE (Recife – Brasil). His research interests cover International Politics and Comparative 

Government, especially the following topics: Mercosur, Brazilian Foreign Policy, European Union, French 

Foreign Policy, Institutions, Governance and Democracy. 

 

Beeson, Mark Professor of International Politics at the University of Western Australia. His research areas include 

international relations, international political economy, Australian foreign policy, regionalism, politics, security 

and economics in the Asia-Pacific.  

 

Fabbrini, Federico Full Professor of European Law at the School of Law & Government of Dublin City University. 

Brexit Institute, Dublin City University. His research covers the field of European law. His interests extend 

broadly from questions about fundamental rights, citizenship and the rule of law to questions about separation of 

power, governance, and economic and monetary union.  

 

Fossum, John Erik Professor of political science, ARENA Centre for European Studies, University of Oslo. John 

Erik Fossum's main fields of research include political theory, democracy, constitutionalism in the EU and 

Canada, as well as Europeanisation and transformation of the nation state. In the last two decades, Fossum has 

contributed extensively to the field of developing and applying federal and democratic theory to the EU as a 

distinct political system, and comparing the EU with Canada. He is the scientific coordinator of the H2020-funded 

project EU3D and principal investigator in DICE (Differentiation: Clustering Excellence). 

 

Lord, Christopher Professor of political science, ARENA Centre for European Studies, University of Oslo. Chris 

Lord's professional interests are mainly democracy, legitimacy and the EU. Lord has also worked on issues such 

as the EU's foreign policy, the monetary union's political economy, EU political parties and British relations with 

the European community from a historical perspective. He is Head of WP3 EU-external differentiation of the 

H2020-funded project EU3D. 

 

Pelaudeix, Cécile Research Fellow, PACTE Sciences Po Grenoble and teaches at Sciences Po Grenoble. Her 

research centers on international relations with a focus on differentiation and dominance, globalization and 

regional governance, European foreign policy, Chinese foreign policy, Arctic politics. She is a research fellow in 

WP3 EU-external differentiation of the H2020-funded project EU3D.  

  

Salomonson, Timon Head of UK Division, EEAS. 

 

Saurugger, Sabine Professor of Political Science, Director of Sciences Po Grenoble. Sabine Saurugger’s research 

focuses on public policy and European integration. More specifically, she concentrates on interest groups, theories 

of European integration, European public policies and institutions and the politics of law. Most recently she 

analysed the impact of economic and financial crises on public policies and legal frameworks. She is Head of 

WP3 EU-external differentiation of the H2020-funded project EU3D. 

 

Terpan, Fabien Associate Professor of Public Law and European Politics, Sciences Po Grenoble. His research 

interest cover EU Law: Court of Justice of the European Union, Soft/Hard Law, Norms Transformation, 

Europeanization of and resistance to EU Law, EU External Action, Comparative Regional Integration. He is a 

research fellow in WP3 EU-external differentiation of the H2020-funded project EU3D.  


