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This event will act a listening exercise of regional voices, concerns and inputs. We want to raise a 

number of questions that could inspire further reflection and future research, but these first need to be 

checked against the experience of those who are involved on a daily basis in making decisions, 

delivering policies, securing participation.  

We start from the observation that the many crises that the Union has recently experienced – euro, 

refugee and Covid crises – have revealed and further accentuated regional differentiation in 

withstanding the challenges that derive from these common threats. Such differential capacity may 

have historical, geographical, institutional or economic roots but nevertheless makes for a 

differentiated landscape of territorial conditions that directly question the Union’s promise to 

‘economic expansion, growth of employment and a rising standard of living in the Member States’ (Art. 

2 ECSC Treaty). 

We further suggest that the policy response to these crises may have further aggravated such 

disparities and may have in fact brought about a dominance of central vis-à-vis regional and local 

interests or of certain macroeconomic strategies over alternative ones. The crisis has imposed tight 

fiscal measures upon member states that have cascaded upon regional economies, further aggravating 

regional disparities. The refugee and Covid crises have further compounded these disparities, 

configuring a veritable ‘syndemic’.1  

Finally, we observe how even the laudable exercise of involving subnational authorities and civil society 

in the Conference on the Future of Europe is still constructed as a top-down exercise. Warnings that a 

real multilevel democracy should entail a real listening exercise not confined within the limits of the 

existing treaties appears to have been only formally heeded. 

To this end, the H2020 project EU3D-Differentiation, Dominance, Democracy and ARENA Centre for 

European Studies organizes this event to tap into the concerns and ideas of those who have been 

involved in thinking about these issues and tackling the consequences of disruptive crises and potential 

limitations of the procedural and policy transformations that have ensued.  

                                                           
1 Hill, Ruth & Ambar Narayan (2020), ‘Covid-19 and inequality: a review of the evidence on likely impact and policy options’, 

Working paper, London: Centre for Disaster Protection; Singer, Merrill, Nicola Bulled, Bayla Ostrach, Emily Mendenhall (2017), 

‘Syndemics and the biosocial conception of health’, The Lancet, Volume 389, Issue 10072, 4-10 March 2017, pp. 941-950. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/347714168_Covid-19_and_inequality_a_review_of_the_evidence_on_likely_impact_and_policy_options


  

Programme  

14:00-14:10 Opening session 

John Erik Fossum, ARENA Centre for European Studies 

Simona Piattoni, University of Trento and ARENA Centre for European Studies 

 

14:10-15:05 The Conference on the Future of Europe: The regional voice 

This session will address the involvement of regions and cities in the Conference on 

the Future of Europe, including the following questions: 

 From experiments to mainstream: Does the ‘new wave’ of citizens’ 

deliberation indicate a new model of democracy in Europe? 

 Citizens’ participation, policy-making and the Conference on the Future of 

Europe: How to link the levels of government? 

 Regions and the EU: What is at stake for regional parliaments and 

governments with regards to the future of Europe? 

 

Speakers: 

Karl-Heinz Lambertz, President of the Parliament of the German-speaking 

Community of Belgium 

Sarah Meyer, Research Associate, Danube University Krems 

Assya Kavrakova, Executive Director of the European Citizen Action Service (ECAS) 

Chair: Wolfgang Petzold, European Committee of the Regions 

 

15:05-15:35 The new meaning of ‘structural policy’: Regional concerns  

Cohesion policy has always been one of the main concerns of European regions 

and an area in which they have contributed both ideas and on-the-ground 

intelligence. This session will address the following questions: 

 To what extent are the regions satisfied with the current funding of 

Cohesion policy? 

 What other issues have most triggered the regions’ concern in the new 

cycle of Cohesion policy? 

 Are we witnessing a reassessment of ‘structural policy’ and particularly of 

the ‘place-based approach’ towards a more conventional approach to 

growth based on factor-of-production efficiency?  

 

Speakers: 

Ugo Fratesi, Professor of Regional Economics and Policy, Polytechnic University of 

Milan 

Francesco Molica, Regional Policy Director, Conference of Peripheral Maritime 

Regions (CPMR) 

Tony Venables, Founder and Board Member of European Citizens’ Involvement, 

Rights and Trust (ECIT) 

Chair: Simona Piattoni, University of Trento and ARENA Centre for European 

Studies 

 



  
  



  
15:35-16:30 Multilevel democracy: The regional input 

A central issue in thinking about the future of Europe is that of multilevel 

democracy and how to organise it effectively. This session will address the 

following questions: 

 What is the distinctive contribution that the regions and subnational 

entities can make to multilevel democracy? 

 Which institutional and non-institutional (formal and informal) channels are 

deemed as most effective for the enactment of a truly multilevel form of 

democracy? 

 What is the link, and what are the potential conflicts, between multilevel 

(representative) democracy and participatory forms of democracy? 

 

Speakers: 

Gabriele Abels, Professor, University of Tübingen and Director of the Jean Monnet 

Centre of Excellence PRRIDE 

Anna Terrón I Cusi, Director, International and Ibero-American Foundation for 

Administration and Public Policies (FIIAPP) and Member of the CoR Expert Group 

on European Democracy  

François Decoster, Mayor of Saint Omer, France and Member of CoR 

Dominik Hierlemann, Senior Expert, Bertelsmann-Stiftung 

Chair: Justus Schönlau, European Committee of the Regions 

 

 

 

This event is organised in the framework of EU3D, a 4-year research project looking at the future of 

European integration, in particular differentiated integration. EU3D will specify the conditions under 

which differentiation is politically acceptable, institutionally sustainable, and democratically legitimate; 

and provide important knowledge on the conditions under which EU reforms may fail or succeed. 

www.eu3d.uio.no  

 

EU3D is funded by the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme  

Grant Agreement No. 822419 

http://www.eu3d.uio.no/

